of the countenance was similar to that observed in individuals who have had the body of the lower jaw excised. From a case somewhat similar, which occurred to him some years before, he suspected that there was malformation about the throat; and, on looking into the mouth, detected a fissure in the soft palate, which allowed the posterior nares and the vomer to be seen; the alveolar processes of the lower jaw were opposed to the back part of the hard palate above ; and the tongue, which appeared short, and thick at its root, lay posterior to the palate, the apex alone projecting. On dropping a little sugar and water into the mouth cautiously, it was readily swallowed; but, whenever it was given in any quantity, it got into the nares, and produced much irritation, with cough and a sense of suffocation. A tea-spoonful of castor oil was administered on the Tuesday, with a little sugar and water, which acted upon the bowels. . .
6-10 "
The rami were somewhat smaller and less oblique; there was no malformation of the heart or other viscus; but the thoracic viscera presented the usual appearances in those dying from asphyxia.
In the second case, the face of the child presented a peculiar conforma- This showed a very remarkable and striking provision of nature, by which this defect was remedied, and he was enabled to take in his nourishment and swallow with perfect safety, without any feeling of irritation in the nostrils, or sense of choking. His food was given him with a spoon, or more frequently with a bottle furnished with a teat, which was conveyed by the side of the thumb into the mouth, and allowed to be sucked in. When he felt hungry, he never failed to apply his thumb and commence sucking. During the whole period of infancy, great care was necessary in the preparation of his food ; it consisted of ass's milk, smooth gruel, arrow root, and other farinaceous substances reduced to a pulp. He continued in this way until he began to feed himself, about his second year, when the use of the thumb was discontinued; however, if at any time he was incautious in taking too much food into his mouth, or swallowing hurriedly, instantly a sense of choking would supervene, the face would get livid, and, to all appearance, he would seem as on the eve of being attacked by convulsions. 
